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According to an Oct. 15 broadcast by Cuban news agency PRENSA LATINA, President Fidel Castro
is currently touring major economic and social service projects, including the island's first nuclear
power station in the south central province of Cienfuegos. In the eastern province of Santiago de
Cuba, the president visited a new textile factory and a cardiac surgery center scheduled to open
next month. Next, in Guantanamo province Castro participated in a rally celebrating the graduation
of 147 physicians who are scheduled to work in province mountain areas. In his address to the
physicians, he said that 3,200 medical doctors will complete their studies in 1988, and by 1990,
that figure would increase to 3,500 per year. Four years ago the Cuban government initiated a
"community doctor" program, wherein physicians are trained specifically for service in isolated
communities, such as in the mountains of Guantanamo. Castro said that in communities where the
program has been implemented the infant mortality rate is below 10 for every 1,000 live births.
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